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On behalf of the OBC Editorial Board
and Editorial Team, we welcome you to
this first issue of 2012, OBC’s 10th year of
publication

10 years of high quality
research and service

Since 2003 OBC has built on its core val-
ues of high impact research, good author
service and rigorous, fair and timely peer
review to grow into one of the leading jour-
nals in the field. It’s no surprise that just in
the last four years the number of authors
choosing to publish their research with
OBC each year has more than doubled.
We would like to thank all our authors,
referees and readers for contributing to the
success of the journal. As a result of this
significant growth in high quality content,
OBC has moved to weekly publication in
2012.

Associate Editors

Last year we were delighted to welcome
two new Associate Editors to the OBC
Editorial Board: Jin-Quan Yu (Scripps
Institute, La Jolla, US) and Andrei Yudin
(University of Toronto, Canada). OBC
authors now have a choice of submission
routes–to the Cambridge Editorial office
or one of our Associate Editors–and full
information about these is given in our au-
thor guidelines. As well as handling papers
for the journal, our Associate Editors join
the other members of the Editorial Board
in ensuring the high standards of OBC are
maintained through a prominent role in
the peer review process.

Editorial Board changes

In 2011 we said goodbye to four long-
serving members of the OBC Editorial

Board: Ben Davis, Stefan Matile, Brian
Stoltz and Keisuke Suzuki. We would like
to thank them for all of their work in
their time with the journal and wish them
all well for the future. In 2012 we will
see new members appointed to the Board,
and announcements will be made in due
course.

Web theme issues

The success of OBC web themes continued
in 2011. These web themes pull together
online articles published in OBC on a
particular topic, highlighting high-profile
work in the area to the community. Topics
covered in 2011 included Free-Radical
Chemistry (in memory of Professor Athel
Beckwith), Chemical Biology and Fluo-
rine Chemistry. Look out for more web
themes in OBC in 2012, with topics in-
cluding Foldamers and Organocatalysis
(in conjunction with ChemComm).

Meet the Editorial Team

Last year OBC Editorial Team members
travelled to a number of international con-
ferences, and our Editorial Board mem-
bers represented the journal at many more.
Travelling to conferences offers great op-
portunities for the OBC team to meet
top scientists, see the latest research de-
velopments and discuss the journal with
our authors, referees and readers. Look
out for members of the OBC team at
conferences throughout 2012. Amongst
the conferences attended by a member of
the Editorial Team was OMCOS 16 in
Shanghai in July, where the 2011 OBC
Lectureship was delivered by Dr Michael
Willis (University of Oxford).

OBC is also keen to support young or-
ganic chemists by providing student poster
prizes at selected conferences throughout

the year. If you are organising a conference
in 2012 and would like us to consider
supporting it with an OBC poster prize
then please contact us.

We hope that you enjoy reading this first
issue of 2012.

Professor Jeffrey Bode
Chair, Editorial Board

Dr Richard Kelly
Editor
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RSC Publishing growth and suc-
cesses

Journals from RSC Publishing are deliver-
ing impressive results on Impact Factors,
growth in quality content and interna-
tional visibility and influence. The 2010
Journal Citation Reports R© proved that our
quality is better than ever, and that is
thanks to our authors and referees. Of the
top 20 journals in the multidisciplinary
chemistry category, 25% are from RSC
Publishing. Plus 83% of our journals listed
in this year’s report have an IF above 3.

The number of articles published in our
journals has almost doubled in just two
years–and our share of the total has also
nearly doubled in that time. More titles
have recently joined our portfolio: RSC
Advances and Catalysis Science & Tech-
nology. And Chemical Science received the
ALPSP Award for Best New Journal 2011.

So more and more authors–from 70+
countries in 2011–are trusting us to en-
sure their research is communicated to
the global community. Our Editorial and
Advisory Boards are international, and
our publishing operation is supported by
offices in USA, China, India and Japan.
Plus our content is downloaded by grow-
ing numbers of readers in virtually every
country in the world.

These facts demonstrate that RSC
journals are increasingly valued as a
key resource for the very best research.
www.rsc.org/journals

Books delivering the latest research ad-
vances, information, opinions and per-
spectives in modern science, confirm our
reputation as one of the fastest and most
dynamic publishers in the world.

In an age where content is key, we
understand the importance of your online
chemical science resource. The RSC eBook
Collection now holds more than 1,000
books, equating to over 25,000 chapters,
and spanning more than 40 years. The
publication of our 1000th eBook in 2011
was a celebratory milestone.

We continue to provide expert, inter-
disciplinary chemical science books: over
100 new print titles are planned for 2012
alongside the launch of several new series
including:

∑Food and Nutritional Components in
Focus

∑New Developments in Mass Spectrom-
etry

∑New Developments in NMR
∑RSC Smart Materials
Our ability to deliver fast, accurate in-

formation to our customers was rewarded
by the BIC Basic Award, an accolade held
by few publishers. www.rsc.org/books

RSC Publishing Platform

Access one million journal articles and
book chapters in one simple integrated
search.

The RSC Publishing Platform provides
the most valued interface and features
that connect you with the highest quality
scientific research. With one single search
box, students, academics, researchers, sci-
entists and professionals can easily ac-
cess our books, journals and databases.
www.rsc.org/platform

To access content on the go, download
our RSC Mobile app for your electronic
device.

www.rsc.org/rscmobile

Free online access

Free online access is available to all our
newest journals, and much more–all you
need to do is register for an RSC Publish-
ing Personal Account. Once logged in, you
will be able to access all our free content
including:

∑All content of our newest journals for
the first two volumes

∑Any articles that are part of a special
free access promotion (e.g. ‘hot’ papers,
web theme issues, etc.)

∑A sample chapter from each book in
the RSC eBook Collection

With your username and password you
can access free content any time, any
place–all you need is internet access.
You can also save searches and favourite
articles. Register now at www.rsc.org/
personalregistration

If your institution/organisation is a
current customer or on a free trial with
IP registered addresses, you will be able
to access all free content automatically,
if authenticated. To request free access

for your institution/organisation, go to
www.rsc.org/freeaccess.

ChemSpider: the free chemical database

www.chemspider.com gives you the most
comprehensive view of freely available
chemical data from a single online search.

Search: over 26 million structures from
400+ sources

Discover: related information from RSC
publications, Wikipedia, Google Scholar
& PubMed

Share: add and curate data
Access ChemSpider anytime, anyplace,

anywhere with the free ChemSpider mo-
bile app, www.rsc.org/ChemSpidermobile

ChemSpider SyntheticPages is a freely
available interactive database of synthetic
chemistry. It contains practical and re-
liable organic, organometallic and in-
organic chemical syntheses, reactions and
procedures deposited by synthetic che-
mists. Synthetic methods on the site are
updated continuously by chemists work-
ing in academic and industrial research
laboratories. ChemSpider SyntheticPages
encourages submissions from graduate
students, postdocs, industrialists and
academics.

Discover ChemSpider SyntheticPages
today: http://cssp.chemspider.com

RSC Conferences and Events 2012

The RSC organises a broad range of
conferences and events to promote the ad-
vancement of the chemical sciences. Please
visit the website for the most up to date
listing: www.rsc.org/events

The major scientific meetings planned
for 2012 include:

Challenges in Organic Chemistry and
Chemical Biology (ISACS7)

12–15 June 2012, Edinburgh, UK
www.rsc.org/isacs7
21st IUPAC International Conference on

Physical Organic Chemistry (ICPOC 21)
9–13 September 2012, Durham, UK
www.rsc.org/ICPOC21
Directing Biosynthesis III (DBIII)
19–21 September 2012, Nottingham,

UK
www.rsc.org/DBIII
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